
22

MAIN IDEA WHY IT MATTERS NOW

European Competition 
in North America
European Competition 
in North America

TERMS & NAMES
Henry Hudson

John Cabot

Giovanni da
Verrazzano

Jacques Cartier

Spanish Armada

Samuel de
Champlain

New France

The Search for the Northwest Passage
Hudson’s voyages showed that some European countries hoped to find a
westward route to Asia as late as the 1600s. While Spain was taking con-
trol of the Americas, other Europeans were sending out expeditions to find
the Northwest Passage, a water route through North America to Asia.

One of the first explorers to chart a northern route across the Atlantic
in search of Asia was the Italian sailor John Cabot. In 1497, Cabot crossed
the Atlantic Ocean to explore for the English. He landed in the area of
Newfoundland, Canada. He was certain that he had reached Asia and
claimed the land for England. The next year he set sail once more, hoping

Other European countries competed
with Spain for control over territory
in the Americas.

European culture has strongly
influenced American culture.

ONE EUROPEAN’S STORY
In 1609, an Englishman named Henry Hudson set sail from

Europe. He sailed under the Dutch flag and hoped to find a route

to China. Arriving at the coast of present-day New York, he sailed

up the river that now bears his name. In his journal, Hudson

described what he saw.

A VOICE FROM THE PAST

The land is the finest for cultivation that I ever in my life set foot
upon, and it also abounds in trees of every description. The natives
are a very good people; for, when they saw that I would not remain,
they supposed that I was afraid of their bows, and taking the
arrows, they broke them in pieces and threw them into the fire.

Henry Hudson, quoted in Discoverers of America

Hudson did not find a passage to Asia, but he led another

expedition in 1610, this time sailing for the English. He made his way

through ice-clogged waters in Canada and entered a large bay, today

called Hudson Bay. There he sailed for months, but still found no

westward passage.

After enduring a harsh winter, his crew rebelled. They put Hudson,

his young son, and several loyal sailors in a small boat and set them

adrift (shown at right). Hudson’s party was never heard from again.
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to reach Japan. He was never seen again. Even so, his voyages were the basis
for future English colonies along the Atlantic shore of North America.

In 1524, another Italian, Giovanni da Verrazzano, set out under the
French flag to find the Northwest Passage. He explored the Atlantic
coastline of North America, but there was no passage to be found.

France tried again between 1534 and 1536 with the voyages of Jacques
Cartier (ZHAHK kahr•TYAY). Cartier traveled up the St. Lawrence
River to the site of present-day Montreal. At that point, rapids blocked the
way and ended his search for the Northwest Passage. It would be almost 75
years before the French would return to colonize the region.

Spain Responds to Competition
French and English claims to North America angered Spain, which had
claimed the land under the Treaty of Tordesillas. The tensions between
Spain, England, and France stemmed from religious conflicts in Europe,
such as the Reformation, which you read about in Chapter 1. These con-
flicts also led to fighting in the Americas.

Florida was one of the battlegrounds between the Spanish and the
French. In 1564, a group of French Protestants, called Huguenots
(HYOO•guh•NAHTS), founded a colony called Fort Caroline. Before long,
Spanish troops under the command of Pedro Menéndez de Avilés arrived
in that area. “This is the armada of the King of Spain,” he announced, “who
has sent me [here] to burn and hang the Lutheran [Protestant] French.”
Menéndez built a fort, St. Augustine, a short distance away. Then he bru-
tally massacred the French.

Vocabulary
armada: a fleet
of warships

A. Reading a Map
Use the maps on
pages 55 and 56
to see the areas
Cabot, Hudson,
Verrazzano, and
Cartier visited.
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GEOGRAPHY SKILLBUILDER
Interpreting Maps
1. Movement How many years did it

take Cabeza de Vaca to travel from
Florida to Central Mexico?

2. Region Which continent did the
English and French explore?

Skillbuilder
Answers
1. Eight
2. North America
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Spain and England Clash
Religious differences and the quest for national power
also led to conflict between Spain and England. In 1558,
Queen Elizabeth I, a Protestant, came to the English
throne. Spain, which was Catholic, plotted to remove the
Protestant queen. But Elizabeth fought to defend
England and challenge Spain’s power at sea.

Although England’s navy was not as powerful as
Spain’s, the English fleet had many speedy ships with
skillful sailors. Daring sailors, known as sea dogs, used
these ships to attack the Spanish. The Spanish sailed
bulky, slow-moving ships called galleons. These galleons
brought gold and silver from the Americas to Spain.

Sir Francis Drake became the most famous of the
sea dogs because of his bold adventures and attacks
against the Spanish. In 1577, Drake began a three-year
voyage that took him around the world. During this
voyage, he raided Spanish ports and ships in South
America. He stole great amounts of treasure from
them. When he arrived home in 1580, he was a
national hero. Not only had Drake and his men
hounded the Spanish, but they were also the first
Englishmen to sail around the world.

The Defeat of the Spanish
Armada
The attacks of Drake and other sea dogs enraged Philip
II, the Spanish king. Determined to teach the English a lesson, Philip
sent the Spanish Armada to conquer England and restore Catholicism
to that nation. This fleet, made up of 130 ships, set out for England in
the summer of 1588.

The English and Spanish navies met in the English Channel, which
separates England from the European continent. In their smaller but
faster craft, the English darted among the Spanish warships, firing
deadly rounds with their cannons. Confused and crippled, the armada
was retreating when it was hit by a severe storm. With half of its ships
destroyed, the armada barely made it home.

Spain was still quite strong after the defeat of the armada. It quickly
rebuilt its navy and maintained its large colonial possessions. But Spain
would never again be as powerful as it was in 1588.

The English victory over Spain had two important effects. First, it
ensured that England would remain independent and Protestant.
Although England was less powerful than Spain, England proved that
it could defend itself. Second, Spain’s image suffered. The world saw
that Spain could be beaten. Other nations joined England in 
challenging Spain.

B. Possible
Response
England remained
independent, 
and Spain was
weakened.

B. Drawing
Conclusions
Why was the
defeat of the
Spanish Armada
important?

ST. AUGUSTINE

The thick stone walls of the fort
at St. Augustine (shown below)
still stand guard over the Florida
coast today. Founded in 1565,
St. Augustine is the oldest per-
manent European settlement in
the United States. For more than
two centuries, St. Augustine was
an important outpost of Spain’s
empire in the Americas. Many
Spanish colonial buildings remain
at the site. The fort is now a
national monument.
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English adventurers like Drake continued to attack Spanish interests
abroad. In addition, England challenged Spanish claims to lands in
North America, such as California and Newfoundland. Even so,
England took a cautious approach to overseas expansion. The English
government refused to provide money to start colonies. Instead, private
citizens had to provide the money for colonization. As a result, England
did not establish a successful colony in America until after 1600.

The French and Dutch Seek Trade
France and the Netherlands were also looking for ways to gain wealth
through exploration and colonization. At first, their goal in the
Americas was to find the Northwest Passage to Asia. When that search
failed, they began to focus on North America itself.

The Frenchman Samuel de Champlain (sham•PLAYN) explored the
St. Lawrence River. In 1608, he founded a fur-trading post at Quebec.
This post became the first permanent French settlement in North
America. Champlain’s activities opened a rich fur trade with local Native
Americans. After a couple of decades, New France, as the colony was
called, began to thrive.

At the same time, the Dutch were building a colony called New
Netherland. It was located along the Hudson River in present-day New
York. After Hudson’s voyage up the river in 1609, the Dutch built Fort
Nassau in 1614, near the site of the modern city of Albany.

In 1626, the Dutch bought Manhattan Island from Native
Americans. The Dutch then founded the town of New Amsterdam on
that site, where New York City is currently located. New Netherland
was soon thriving from the fur trade with Native Americans.

These early French and Dutch colonies, however, were small compared
to the large empire Spain was building in the Americas. You will read
about Spain’s empire and the impact of colonization in the next section.

58 CHAPTER 2

2. Taking Notes
Use a chart like the one
below to show how European
nations competed for power.

3. Main Ideas
a. What were the English,
French, and Dutch searching
for in their early voyages 
of exploration?

b. How did England defeat
the Spanish Armada?

c. Where did the French and
Dutch set up their first
American colonies?

4. Critical Thinking
Making Inferences Why
do you think England
founded colonies later than
Spain did?

THINK ABOUT
• conditions in Spain 

and England
• the lands each country

discovered

1. Terms & Names
Explain the

significance of:
• Henry Hudson
• John Cabot
• Giovanni da

Verrazzano
• Jacques Cartier
• Spanish Armada
• Samuel de

Champlain
• New France

Section Assessment2

ACTIVITY OPTIONS

MUSIC
TECHNOLOGY

Research the life of one of the explorers discussed in this section. Compose a song
or design a Web page about that person.

C. Possible
Response They
were not as pow-
erful as Spain. At
first, they looked
for the Northwest
Passage and only
set up colonies
when they could
not find it.

C. Making
Inferences Why
do you think it
took France and
the Netherlands
so long to set up
colonies in the
Americas?

England

France

Netherlands

Spain
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