What Is PBL?

This year, the 8th grade Social Studies will be involved with Project Based Learning (PBL). This type of learning is very simple; students are essentially challenged to take charge of their own learning while creating a product that relates to the real world situations. Teachers help coach and support the students through small group discussions and providing appropriate resources. 
Working together in teams, students will collaborate with each other and support one another as they work towards a common goal. Using the Engage Learning Model, students will work through 5 protocols: Launch/Team, Research/Work, Create/Critique, and Share. These steps will help guide students through the production of their projects and collaboration. This process allows students to be more hands on with history and make those real world connections.
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are excited to implement PBL in our Social Studies Department and strongly believe that it will make a huge difference in the retention and understanding of historical occurrences. As with any new educational philosophy, there will be learning curves. We encourage students and parents to take an active role in this experience, as well as be patient with the implementation. If there are any concerns or questions, please contact us. Your student’s education and success will always be our first priority. 
